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All Saintsõ Clayton West & St Augustineõs Scissett 

From Remembrance to Advent: Prayers for November 2020  

This booklet contains prayers and readings aimed at helping us to pray at home over the next few weeks 

when we canõt have services in church. You must not feel that you need to work slavishly through this: use 

as much or as little as you like that fits in with your own pattern of prayer.  Be mindful that you are beloved 

of God. 

These are dark days: literally as the nights grow longer and the skies darken. They are dark days too 

because of anxiety and uncertainty about the future. We are in the last few weeks of the churchõs year: a 
time for remembrance in all its forms, for looking backwards to troubled as well as happy times. Itõs a time 

for taking stock of reality in all its glory and its pain. Soon a whole new church year begins and we start to 

look forward: looking for signs of light in the darkness. That will be our task in church over Advent. 

In November the Archbishops of Canterbury & York have called all of us to pray. They have produced 

prayers that they suggest we use every day at 6pm, which you will have a copy of.  This booklet 

complements those resources, with short versions of Morning Prayer and Night Prayer as well as 2 Bible 

readings for every day apart from Sunday: verses from a psalm and a reading from Markõs gospel as well as a 
picture which connects with the gospel reading. The readings have come from Markõs gospel as that is the 

gospel weõll be reading on Sundays in the next church year and it seems a good chance to get to know it in 

advance.  

 

Morning Prayer 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 
May Christ the daystar dawn in our hearts  

and triumph over the shades of night  

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
ruler and judge of all, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

In the darkness of this age that is passing away 

may the light of your presence which the saints enjoy 

surround our steps as we journey on. 
May we reflect your glory this day 

and so be made ready to see your face 

in the heavenly city where night shall be no more. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever.  
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
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Take a few moments of silence 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.  

The Psalm & Bible Reading  

Find todayõs readings in Section 2 

The Benedictus  

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

To show mercy to our ancestors, 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning is now  

and shall be for e ver. Amen.  

Prayers  
That this day may be holy, good and joyful: 

we pray to you, O Lord.  

That we may offer to you our worship and our work: 

we pray to you, O Lord.  

That we may strive for the well-being of all creation: 
we pray to you, O Lord.  

That in the pleasures and pains of life, 

we may know the love of Christ and be thankful: 

we pray to you, O Lord.  
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit, 

in communion with all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ: 

we pray to you, O Lord.   

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 
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Take some time to bring the people & situations you are concerned about to God 
 

 

 

Lord our God, 

as with all creation 
we offer you the life of this new day, 

give us grace to love and serve you 

to the praise of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Lordõs Prayer 

Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for  ever. Amen . 

The Conclusion  
May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, 

bring us to reign with him in glory.  

Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Night Prayer 
Find a quiet place and take a moment to settle yourself down 

 You might like to light a candle.  

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. Amen.  
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

who made heaven and earth.  

 

Take a little time to reflect on the past day  
 

For all the good I have seen and done today- I give thanks 

For all my sins and omissions - I ask pardon 

For all for whom I pray I claim protection 
 Hannah Ward & Jennifer Wild 2013 

 

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

and abides under the shadow of the Almighty, 

Shall say to the Lord, ôMy refuge and my stronghold, 

my God, in whom I put my trust.õ 
You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, 

nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor of the sickness that destroys at noonday. 
God says ôBecause they have set their love upon me, 

therefore will I deliver them; 

I will lift them up, because they know my name. 

They will call upon me and I will answer them; 

I am with them in trouble, 
I will deliver them and bring them to honour. 

With long life will I satisfy them 

and show them my salvation.õ   ôPsalm 91: 1, 2, 5, 6, 14-16 

 

You, O Lord, are in the midst of us and we are called by your name; leave us not, O Lord our God. 
Jeremiah 14.9 

 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.  

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon)  

 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning is now  

and shall be for ever. Amen.  
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Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, 

and drive far from it the snares of the enemy; 

may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 
and may your blessing be always upon us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.  
Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

for the night is at hand and the day is now past.  

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

so do we look for you, O Christ.  
 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. Amen.  

 
 

 

 
Section 2: Daily Reflections  

 
Sunday 8th  November Remembrance Sunday   

 

Monday 9 th  November  

Psalm 20 1-4 
May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble,  

the name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

Send you help from his sanctuary and strengthen you out of Zion; 

Remember all your offerings and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

Grant you your heartõs desire and fulfil all your mind. 

Mark 1:1-5  

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the 

Son of God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:  

òI will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your wayóñ 
3 òa voice of one calling in the wilderness,  
ôPrepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.õó  
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

 

This picture is of the straight path that runs besides Hadrianõs Wall in a wild part of Northumbria. The 

Romans left their mark on the British Isles as on the Holy Land. The presence of the Roman authorities is in 

the background of all gospel stories and we see echoes of it in this one. Mark jumps right into his story. 

Crowds are flocking to hear a preacher talk about the possibility of a new start, of forgiveness. People are 

hungry for this message. Imagine the scene: the dust, the heat, the crowds, the shimmering river. What it 

must have been like to go down into that water and then come to the surface again, gasping for breath: but 

free? 
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Tuesday 10th November  
Psalm 36: 5-7 
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens    

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness stands like the strong mountains, 

your justice like the great deep;    

you, Lord, shall save both man and beast.  
How precious is your loving mercy, O God!    

All mortal flesh shall take refuge 

under the shadow of your wings. 

 
Mark 1: 9-13 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up 

out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, 
ôYou are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.õ 12 And 

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He 

was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 

was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
This picture was taken in Scotland on a mountain in the 

Cairngorms.  Such places are and were difficult and 

dangerous. But throughout the Bible wilderness is a place of 

encounter with God. Itõs a place where people have to reply on 

God and itõs a place where people find out who they are away from the distractions of ordinary life. Are there 

places in your life like that? 

 

 

Wedn esday 11th November  

Psalm 23: 1-4 

The Lord is my shepherd;    
therefore can I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures    

and leads me beside still waters. 

He shall refresh my soul    
and guide me in the paths of righteousness  

for his nameõs sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow  

of death, I will fear no evil;    

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Mark 1: 16-20 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the lakeñfor they 

were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, ôFollow me and I 

will make you fish for people.õ 18 And immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he 

saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were 
in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called 

them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men, and followed him.          

 
In this picture the fisherman are on the pier at Saltburn in 

Teeside. God calls all of us in our ordinary lives to follow 

him. Jesus also uses our ordinary lives to point out things about God and Godõs kingdom. Sometimes people use 

a phrase ôheaven in ordinaryõ, which means its important to look for God in the ordinary things of our lives. 
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Thursday12 th  November  

Psalm 26: 1-3 

Give judgement for me, O Lord, 
for I have walked with integrity;    

I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

Test me, O Lord, and try me;    

examine my heart and my mind. 

For your love is before my eyes;    
I have walked in your truth. 

 

Mark 1:35-37 
35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 
deserted place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and his companions hunted for 

him. 37 When they found him, they said to him, ôEveryone is searching for you.õ  
 

 

 
How do you think Jesus was feeling in this story? Is that something you could identify with? Todayõs picture 

was taken on the Isle of Mull. The Celtic saints thought of the wild seaside of the northern British Isles as a 

kind of desert or wilderness. Christians have often been drawn to places like this to be quiet, to pray.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Friday 13 th  November  

Psalm 32: 6-8 
I said, ôI will confess my transgressions to the Lord,õ    

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Therefore let all the faithful make their prayers to you 

in time of trouble;    

in the great water flood, it shall not reach them. 
You are a place for me to hide in; 

you preserve me from trouble;    

you surround me with songs of deliverance. 

 
Mark 2: 3-5 & 9-12 
3 Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by 

four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of 

the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug 

through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 5 When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ôSon, your sins are forgiven. 

 

 

 

 
Jesusõ answer in this story stirred up a lot of argument.  Some of his hearers 

were outraged that Jesusõ claimed to forgive sins. This is probably not 

something that would upset us. Itõs important to remember that while Jesus did forgive this manõs sin, he doesnõt think 

illness is caused by sin. Its also important to remember that Jesus is very interested in the welfare of a person as a whole: 
body, mind and spirit and in their relationships with others and with God 
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Saturday 14 th  November  

Psalm 33: 20-22 

Our soul waits longingly for the Lord;    
he is our help and our shield. 

Indeed, our heart rejoices in him;    

in his holy name have we put our trust. 

Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us,    

as we have set our hope on you. 
 

Mark 4: 30-33 
 He also said, ôWith what can we compare the kingdom of God , or what parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a 

mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and 

becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.õ 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 

were able to hear it;  

This is the apple tree in the Rectory garden at Clayton West: in the 

late summer its full of apples. And with the apples comes the birds. 

These ordinary and familiar things reveal things to us about Godõs 

ways in the world. Are there places and things where you find it easier 
to sense the presence of God? 

 

 

Sunday 15th  November   

 
Monday 16th  November  

Psalm 47: 5-7 

God has gone up with a merry noise,    

the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. 

O sing praises to God, sing praises;    
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

For God is the King of all the earth;    

sing praises with all your skill. 

 
Mark 4: 36-39  
36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the 

boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great gale 

arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already 

being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and 
they woke him up and  said to him, ôTeacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?õ 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the 

sea, ôPeace! Be still!õ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead 

calm. 40 He said to them, ôWhy are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?õ 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, 

ôWho then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?õ 

 

 

 
This is a choppy sea at Staffa at the entrance to Fingalõs Cave. Not quite a storm, but it illustrates the 

uncertainty and danger. Mark includes numerous accounts of Jesusõ authority over the natural world. But 

there is a message in these stories for us: Jesus is a calm and un-frightened presence with us in the storms 
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Tuesday 17th  November  

Psalm 52: 8-9 

But I am like a spreading olive tree in the house of God;    
I trust in the goodness of God for ever and ever. 

I will always give thanks to you for what you have done;    

I will hope in your name, 

for your faithful ones delight in it. 

 
Mark 6: 37 & 41- 44 
37 But he answered them, ôYou give them something to eat.õ They 

said to him, ôAre we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 

bread, and give it to them to eat?õ 38 And he said to them, ôHow 
many loaves have you? Go and see.õ When they had found out, 

they said, ôFive, and two fish.õ 39 Then he ordered them to get all 

the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat 

down in groups of hundreds and of fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves 

and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and b roke 
the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the 

people; and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate 

and were filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken 

pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who had eaten the loaves 
numbered five thousand men. 

 

This is a picture of an outdoor communion service at a Christian Festival called Greenbelt. The service involves several 

thousand people sitting and standing in a muddy field, sometimes in the rain. After this service people stay for a big picnic. 

It reminds us of the close connection between worship and sharing food 
 

Wednesday 18th  November  

Psalm 56:1-3 

Have mercy on me, O God, for they trample over me;    

all day long they assault and oppress me. 
My adversaries trample over me all the day long;    

many are they that make proud war against me. 

In the day of my fear I put my trust in you,    

in God whose word I praise. 
 

Mark 8: 27-30 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, ôWho do people  say that I am?õ 28 And they answered 

him, ôJohn the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.õ 29 He 
asked them, ôBut who do you say that I am?õ Peter answered him, ôYou are the 

Messiah.õ 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

 
 

 

 

This picture was taken at the start of a long walk I did a couple of years ago with 

people from churches in Huddersfield. Itõs a section of the tow path of the Huddersfield 
narrow canal. As a part of the Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative, we walked round the churches of our deanery and 

prayed at each one.  So much of Jesusõ teaching and of the disciplesõ learning was done walking together: a three mile an 

hour faith. 
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Thursday 19th  November  

Psalm 62:1-2 

On God alone my soul in stillness waits;    
from him comes my salvation. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation,    

my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 

Mark 9:1-3 & 7 

1 And he said to them, ôTruly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see that the 

kingdom of God has come with[a] power.õ 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, 

such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared 

to the m Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then 

Peter said to Jesus, ôRabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings,[c] one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.õ 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, ôThis is my Son, the Beloved;[d] listen to him!õ  

 
The desert or the wilderness is so often important in the Bible. So too are mountains tops. as in this story. As the gospel 

moves along the truth about who Jesus is gradually revealed and understood. Can you recall climbing a mountain and 

what it felt like there? That experience of elation, that new perspective captures a small part of the disciplesõ experience. 

 

 
  

 

Friday 20th  November  

Psalm 63: 1-3 

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;    
my soul is athirst for you. 

My flesh also faints for you,    

as in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. 

So would I gaze upon you in your holy place,    
that I might behold your power and your glory. 

 

Mark 9: 33-37 
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 

house he asked them, ôWhat were you arguing about on the 
way?õ 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued 

with one another about who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, 

called the twelve, and said to them, ôWhoever wants to be first 

must be last of all and servant of all.õ 36 Then he took a little 
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 

them, 37 ôWhoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 

but the one who sent me.õ 

 
The photograph is in Clayton West. Now a day nursery providing care 

and education for very young children, this building was originally the 

parish school. Churches have put a lot of effort into education over 

the years (and still do). The Bible passage we just read provides inspiration for this and a challenge about how we think about 
and treat children.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24536a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24540c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24542d


11 
 
Saturday 21st November  

Psalm 68:4-5 

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
exalt him who rides on the clouds.    

The Lord is his name; rejoice before him. 

Father of the fatherless, defender of widows,    

God in his holy habitation! 

 
Mark 10:13-16 
13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he 

might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But 

when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ôLet the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 

will never enter it.õ 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his 

hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

This is just a sign on a ferry in Scotland. A kind of Keep Out sign 

for our safety. The passage is also about ways of keeping people 

put, which Jesus is very concerned about. Our welcome as a church says something about Godõs welcome, so is very 
important. What do you think makes children (and anyone) feel included? 

  

 

 

Sunday 22nd November  Christ the King  
 

Monday 23rd  November  

Psalm 96:1-3 

Sing to the Lord a new song;    

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless his name;    

tell out his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations    

and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

Mark 11: 7-10 

7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; 

and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then 

those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  

ôHosanna! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10     Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!õ 

 

 

 

 
This picture was taken on the day the Tour de France came through Huddersfield (in this case Birchencliffe).  I was 

looking for an image that captured some of the mood of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem: joy, celebration 

expectation. The triumphal entry showed us something about Jesus and the enthusiasm people had for him. But after this 

things started to change, people started to drift away. 
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Tuesday 24th  November  

Psalm 97:1-2 

The Lord is king: let the earth rejoice;    
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

Clouds and darkness are round about him;    

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 

 

Mark 14: 22-24 
22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing 

it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ôTake; this is my 

body.õ 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to 

them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, ôThis is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 

 

Taking bread, blessing it and sharing it is very familiar to those of us 

who go to church. It was very familiar even at the time of Jesus. Mark 

describes this, the last supper Jesus shared with his disciples as a 
Passover Supper, shared so that people could remember together God 

delivering his people from slavery in Egypt.  

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday 25th  November  

Psalm 77: 1-2, 10 
I cry aloud to God;    

I cry aloud to God and he will hear me. 

In the day of my trouble I have sought the Lord;    

by night my hand is stretched out and does not tire;  
    my soul refuses comfort. 

my spirit searches for understanding. 

And I said, ôMy grief is this:    

that the right hand of the Most High has lost its 

strength.õ 
 

Mark 14: 32-34 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to 

his disciples, ôSit here while I pray.õ 33 He took with him 

Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 
agitated. 34 And he said to them, ôI am deeply grieved, even 

to death; remain here, and keep awake.õ  

 

This picture is of a large overgrown shrub in a park. I was looking for an image of a garden, but not a garden as a place 
of peace and tranquillity, but something darker, with a sense of struggle there. I can see that in this tree and the light and 

shade in the picture. Reading about Gethsemane is not easy, but here we see Jesus entering fully into the pain of human 

life and suffering.  
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Thursday 26th  November  

Psalm 125: 1-2 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,    
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

As the hills stand about Jerusalem,    

so the Lord stands round about his people, 

    from this time forth for evermore. 

 
Mark 15: 1b-5 

They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 

Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, ôAre you the King of the Jews?õ He 

answered him, ôYou say so.õ 3 Then the chief priests accused 
him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, ôHave you no 

answer? See how many charges they bring against you.õ 5 But 

Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

 

This is the Colosseum at Rome: the place where gladiators fought 
and where some of the many Christians who were martyred met 

their death. While building began in 72 AD, this image gives an 

impression of the might that was Rome and the fear that could so easily inspire. And yet, astonishingly Jesus was not 

intimidated. 
 

Friday 27th  November  

Psalm 139: 6-9 

6    Where can I go then from your spirit?    

Or where can I flee from your presence? 
7    If I climb up to heaven, you are there;    

if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

8    If I take the wings of the morning    

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

9    Even there your hand shall lead me,    
your right hand hold me fast. 

  

 

Mark 15: 20, 33-34, 37 
20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 34 At three oõclock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ôEloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani?õ which means, ôMy God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?õ 
37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom.  
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